
 

 

14 May 2021 
 
Dear Parent / Carer 
 
I hope that you and your family are all safe and well. I would like to start by again thanking you for your 
continued support throughout this busy period.  There are several updates today, with the key 
information detailed below: 
 
Update to Covid Guidance for Schools 
 
As part of the national review and easing of certain Covid-19 restrictions, the Department for Education 
has this week issued its latest guidance in relation to schools. As a broad principle, much of the current 
guidance and restrictions will remain in place to ensure that the working environments are as safe as 
possible. This includes keeping year groups in bubbles within designated zones and maintaining social 
distancing where possible. Venues will also continue to be well ventilated, with windows and doors left 
open. 
 
The main changes are in relation to the use of face masks, with guidance stating that from Monday 17 
May, the following applies: 
 

 Face coverings will no longer be recommended for pupils in classrooms or communal areas in the 

Academy. 

 

 Students must continue to wear a face covering on public transport and when travelling on 

dedicated transport (i.e. Thandi Coaches). This does not apply to children and young people who are 

exempt from wearing face coverings.  

Please note that during these early stages of restrictions being relaxed, students will be permitted to 
continue to wear facemasks in classrooms and communal areas if they wish; however, this will be a 
temporary consideration with a view to students transitioning away from the wearing of masks on site 
by 28 May, unless a medical condition exists.  
 
Similarly, face masks are no longer recommended for staff in classrooms, but should be worn by staff 
and visitors in situations where social distancing is not possible (for example, when moving around in 
corridors and communal areas). 
 
On occasion, the Academy may ask students to wear a face mask, for example, in cases when a member 
of staff is clinically extremely vulnerable. As such, could we ask that students please carry a face mask 
with them at all times and are supportive when asked to wear them.  
 
Also note that the reintroduction of face coverings for students or staff may be advised for a temporary 
period in response to particular localised outbreaks, including variants of concern.  
 
 
 



 

 

 
Covid Testing 
 
Preventative measures continue to be at the forefront of Covid guidelines in place, and the existing 
protocols for self-isolation remain.  Also, please remember that we are issuing home testing kits on a 
two-week cycle. The home testing guide and related documents can be found on the Academy website 
at the following link: http://www.sandwellacademy.com/page/covid-testing 

GCSE and A Level Examinations – Update for Year 11 and Year 13 students 
 
As you know, one of the key tasks in schools across the country at present is working through the 
process for awarding teacher assessed grades for students sitting GCSE and A Levels.  We are now 
several weeks into this process and have the following updates for year groups involved: 
 
Year 11 
 
Year 11 students are still undergoing final assessments. I am pleased to inform you that the process is 
going well and students are conducting themselves in an exemplary manner.  
 
Students will continue to complete their GCSE assessments and vocational courses until 28 May. When 
we return after the half term holiday on 7 June, all Year 11 students are expected to attend the 
Academy for a transition programme designed to prepare them for the next step in their education. 
 
Each student has indicated subjects they would like to include as part of this transition work and they 
will receive a bespoke timetable based around those subjects. More information regarding the 
programme will be made available in due course, and student timetables will shortly be uploaded onto 
the student portal. This will be an invaluable experience for our students and is vital that they attend. As 
always we expect the highest standards of behavior and attendance. 
 
Please also note that the first week of the transition programme may need to be used as an opportunity 
for students to complete any missed assessments due to a significant period of absence.  
 
Year 13 
 
Students in Year 13 should also be congratulated for their conduct throughout this assessment period.  
All Year 13 assessments are also scheduled to be finished by the end of this half-term on Friday 28 May. 
From this date, students are not required to attend, unless they are specifically requested to do so by 
the Academy. 
 
Finally, to support us in this process, please could I re-iterate that students and parents do not contact 
teachers with grade enquiries as they will not be able to provide any information.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.sandwellacademy.com/page/covid-testing


 

 

 
Assessments for students in Years 7-10 and Year 12 
 
Students across all other year groups are due to sit end of year assessments at various points in the 
coming weeks.  Students will be kept informed via the Heads of Year and also subject teachers.  For a 
summary of key dates, please note following: 
 

w/c 24 May Year 7 and Year 8 assessments in English, Maths and Science 

w/c 7 June Year 10 assessments for options subjects and Year 12 assessments 

w/c 14 June Year 10 assessments in English, Maths and Science and Year 12 
assessments 

 
Laptops 
 
Eligible families who were loaned a laptop to support with online learning during the lockdown period 
are asked to return their device to the Academy as soon as possible please. Students returning a laptop 
should report to the external doors of the IT office in the Amphitheatre to sign their device back in to 
school.   
 
Parking and Road Safety 
 
Could I ask that parents who are dropping off and collecting students from the Academy adhere to the 
road safety protocols and parking restrictions outside the school gates.   
 
May 21 Training Day 
 
As referred to in previous communication, please remember that next Friday (21 May) is a training day 
so the Academy will be closed for all students. 
 
Thank you again for your support. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Mr I Williams 
Headteacher 
 


